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March 17, 2025 at 5:45 pm

A Public Hearing of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday,
March 17, 2025 at 5:45 p.m., in the boardroom of the Civic Center, Park Street, Potsdam,
New York.

PRESENT: Mayor Alexandra Jacobs Wilke
Trustees Schulte, Williams & Deuel

ALSO PRESENT: Isabelle Gates-Shult, Administrator
Georgine Scott, Village Clerk
Greg Thompson, Code and DPW Supervisor
Mike Ames, Police Chief
Trevor Blank, Museum Director
Fred Hanss, Planning Director

Mayor Jacobs Wilke opened the meeting at 5:46 p.m. She stated that the public hearing is to
receive public comments regarding Local Law No. 1-2025 to amend Chapter 145 Streets and
Sidewalks, §145-5 Keeping sidewalks clean of the Village of Potsdam Municipal Code.

Mayor Jacobs Wilke took the roll call and stated that all board members were present.
Village Clerk, Georgine Scott, then read the Legal Notice as published

Michael Edgar, Maple Street, questioned whether someone fell on the sidewalk to initiate
this change. Mr. Edgar wanted to know if the safety of the sidewalks is changing or just
changing the liability. Requested input from the board if they think that the code of
sidewalks should be enforced and have benchmarks created. Asked if there should be
something in code about the snowbanks.

Dr. Behrooz Bassim, Cottage and Market Street, thanked the Village for maintaining the
sidewalks. Stated that he is 90 years old and has no trouble walking, feels that people in this
area should learn how to walk on snow and ice. Thanked the employee that drives the
sidewalk snowplow. He doesn’t feel that people should expect everything to be done for
them.

Mike Rygel, 5 Chestnut Street, stated that the public works crew does a great job. He asked
the Board to consider some adjustments such as reasonable and specific expectations
standard of care for the sidewalk is and a timeline when it needed to be cleared. Spoke about
the liability issue and putting full liability on the homeowner is unfair as they do not own the
sidewalk and cannot opt out. Fines and enforcement may be considered. Stated that keeping
some ambiguity could keep this a joint effort and not throw the homeowner under the bus.
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Jeremie Fish, 126 Leroy Street, mentioned that other municipalities, such as Lake Placid,
that explicitly take themselves out of liability except when they were negligent and include
timelines and standards are put into place.

Page Quinton, 35 Waverly Street, requested that if the code is changed that a timeline be put
into place, what constitutes “clear”” and feels that the wording of the liability is very
problematic.

Richard Lowrey, 35 Waverly Street, commented on the language of the law does not
indicate that the owner is the only holding liability for the sidewalks. Mentioned that he felt
like the language is targeting the homeowners where the Village would be more financially
stable to withstand a lawsuit.

Michael Edgar commented on what the definition of ‘thoroughly” is.

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke declared the hearing closed at 6:06 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Georgine Scott
Village Clerk
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