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----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 A Regular Meeting of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees was held on Monday,  

June 17, 2024 at 4:30 p.m., in the board room of the Civic Center, Park Street, Potsdam, New 

York. 

 

PRESENT:               Mayor Alexandra Jacobs-Wilke 

                                               Trustees Warr, Schulte and Williams 

 

 

ALSO PRESENT:    Isabelle Gates-Shult, Administrator 

                                 Georgine Scott, Village Clerk 

                                 Trevor Blank, Museum Director 

                                 Fred Hanss-Director of Planning and Development 

                                 Mike Ames, Police Chief 

                                 Gregory Thompson, Code Enforcement/DPW Supervisor 

                                  

 

 

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke opened the meeting at 4:34 p.m., took the roll and stated Trustees 

Warr, Schulte and Williams were present. Trustees Tirion was absent. 

 

 

The Mayor then stated that the following sets of minutes had been submitted for Board 

acceptance: 

April 16, 2024  Special Meeting 5:49 pm 

April 29, 2024  Special Meeting 5:53 pm 

April 29, 2024   Executive Session 6:35 pm 

April 30, 2024  Special Meeting 5:55 pm 

May 13, 2024   Public Hearing 4:03 pm 

May 13, 2024  Public Hearing 4:05 pm 

May 13, 2024   Public Hearing 4:07 pm 

May 13, 2024   Public Hearing 4:08 pm 

May 13, 2024   Regular Meeting 4:10 pm 

May 13, 2024              Executive Session 4:59 pm 

May 28, 2024   Special Meeting 4:32 pm 

May 28, 2024  Executive Session 5:34 pm 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a motion to approve the minutes 

listed above. 

 

  Ayes     4    Nays     0 
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS: Commented on the upcoming heat dome, Pine Street Arena is 

a designated cooling station, beach is open, successful 2nd Annual Pride Festival, Juneteeth 

flag raising on Wednesday, events in Ives Park, Memorial Day Ceremony rescheduled due 

to weather launch of community campaign with the Town of Potsdam for Northern Power 

and Lights, Racquette River Utility Crossing Project, Lead Service Lateral Project, 

Governor’s office representatives visit. 

 

 

TRUSTEE COMMENTS:  

 

 

Trustee Warr: Commented on the Hospital Guild Pickleball Tournament 

 

Trustee Tirion: Absent  

 

Trustee Williams: Commented on the Children’s Museum upcoming Summer Bash in 

Garner Park, NCCM sponsoring three more bike racks made by James Gonzales, swans in 

Ives Park to deter geese, the moving of boat house to Ives Park. 

 

Trustee Schulte: Thanked DPW for work on batting cages at Pine Street Arena. 

 

Administrator’s Comments: Written comments are on file with the Village Clerk. 

 

Police Chief’s Comments: Written statement is on file with the Village Clerk. 

 

Presentation: Village Clerk’s presentation on InvoiceCloud is on file with the Village 

Clerk. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

No comments noted. 
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 NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

expenditures for the May 2024 end of year in the amount of $ 128,643.52 chargeable to 

the following funds: 

 

General Fund $   71,652.57   

Water Fund $   32,225.92       

Sewer Fund $   20,121.27     

Recreation Fund $     4,144.03    

Hydro Fund $        499.73 

  

TOTAL $ 128,643.52  

 

 

      Ayes      4                                                               Nays      0 

 

 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

additional expenditures for May 2024 end of year in the amount of  

$ 481,065.29 chargeable to the following funds: 

  

General Fund $ 186,524.11  

Water Fund $   44,846.47    

Sewer Fund $   25,391.34    

Hydro Fund $     1,050.73 

Trash Fund $          60.07            

Trust & Agency Fund $     4,614.72      

Payroll Fund $ 195,385.77     

Recreation Fund $   16,692.08 

Community & Development $     6,500.00 

  

TOTALS $ 481,065.29   

 

 

      Ayes      4                                                                 Nays      0   
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 Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

expenditures for the month of June 2024 in the amount of $ 126,112.33 chargeable to the 

following funds: 

 

General Fund $ 117,539.69   

Water Fund $          50.68       

Sewer Fund $     8,353.97     

Recreation Fund $        129.99    

Hydro Fund $          38.00 

  

TOTAL $ 126,112.33  

 

 

      Ayes      4                                                                         Nays      0 

 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to set the annual 

salaries of Village Management and Non-Union personnel retroactively effective at the 

first pay period following June 1, 2024: 

 

Museum Director, T. Blank                                              $50,753.25 

 

 

     Ayes      4                                                 Nays      0 

 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

appointment of Hans Kuno as full time Museum Aide with the Potsdam Public Museum 

at an annual salary of $31,500.00 retroactively effective June 1, 2024. 

 

 

      Ayes      4                                                 Nays      0 

 

 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to engage the 

services of LaBella Associates, PS for engineering and landscape design services for the 

Brooks Street Construction Project. Funding for professional services to be provided 

through a grant made by the Northern Border Regional Commission project # 

NBRC21GNY09. 

 

      Ayes      4                                                 Nays      0 
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Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution authorizing the 

Village of Potsdam to accept Change Order # 1 offered by Continental Construction, 

LLC to supply 6 storm windows included in Scope B of the Village’s Request for Bids to 

include field verification and design of window templates, freight and inspection at a cost 

of $13,874. The windows to be installed using Village force labor and equipment upon 

delivery. 

 

Note Funds for the purchase of the storm windows to be provided through the NYS 

Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Grant # 218144.  

       Ayes      4                                                 Nays      0 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

membership of Amber R. Crosslin, 391 Perrin Road, Potsdam, NY into the Potsdam Fire 

Department.  A favorable vote of the department and satisfactory physical exam have 

been achieved.  

 

      Ayes      4                                                 Nays      0 

 

 
Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving  

the following:  
LIBERTY UTILITIES (ST. LAWRENCE GAS) CORP. 

Grant of Easement 

 

 This Easement Agreement (the "Agreement") is made as of this 17 day of  

May, 2024 by and between VILLAGE OF POTSDAM, a municipal corporation organized under 

the laws of the State of New York, having a mailing address of Civic Center, 2 Park Street, 

Potsdam, NY 13676, hereinafter referred to as (the "Grantor") and LIBERTY UTILITIES (ST. 

LAWRENCE GAS) CORP., a public service corporation of the State of New York, having its 

principal office and place of business at 33 Stearns Street, P.O. Box 270, in the Village of Massena, 

Town of Massena, County of St. Lawrence and State of New York 13662, hereinafter referred to 

as (the "Grantee"). 

RECITALS 
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  A.  Grantor is the owner of the property commonly known as Tax Map Parcel No. 

64.058-4-56, located at 3 Elm Street in the Village of Potsdam, Town of Potsdam, County of St. 

Lawrence, State of New York, which Grantor acquired by Deed from Potsdam Urban Renewal 

Agency, dated July 13, 1978 and recorded in the St. Lawrence County Clerk's office on July 13, 

1978 in Liber 932 of Deeds at page 219, hereinafter referred to as ("Grantor's Property").  

 

 B.  By this Agreement, Grantor is granting to Grantee an easement over Grantor's 

Property in the areas described in the attached Schedule A, which is attached hereto and made a 

part hereof (the "Easement Area") for the purposes as set forth below.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby 

acknowledged, the parties agree as follows: 

 

1. Easement.  Grantor does hereby grant and convey to the Grantee, its 

successors and assigns forever:  

(A) the exclusive right-of-way and easement on, over, across, under and through the 

Easement Area to construct, operate, maintain, inspect, patrol (including aerial patrol), 

alter, relocate, remove, replace, and repair a buried pipeline or pipelines and all 

appurtenances, equipment, including telecommunication equipment, or facilities 

useful or convenient in connection with or incidental thereto, buried or above-ground, 

for the carriage, storage, transportation and handling of gaseous or liquid 

hydrocarbons and any product or by-product thereof (such pipeline or pipelines, 

appurtenances, equipment and facilities are referred to herein collectively as the 

"Pipeline"); 

(B) the right to install all necessary service connections from the Easement Area, to 

include: excavation, restoration, piping, meters, regulators, and all other 

appurtenances; to serve the premises of Grantor and to serve adjacent properties 

within the Village block bounded by Market, Elm, Union and Main Streets, along 

and/or from either the route of the Pipeline described herein in Schedule A, or, if more 

convenient, from any service within Grantor's Property; 

(C) the right to use such of the Property immediately adjacent to either side of the 

Easement Area as may reasonably be required by the Grantee in connection with the 

construction and maintenance of the Pipeline;  

(D) the right of ingress and egress at any and all times over, along, across, upon and 

through the Easement Area; and 
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(E) the permanent and perpetual right of  reasonable access to the Easement Area over, 

along, across, upon and through the lands of the Grantor, including all existing roads 

on Grantor's Property and other adjacent lands of the Grantor, with personnel, 

vehicles and equipment as may be required for purposes of repairs and maintenance 

to the Pipeline as installed, with the understanding that the Grantee shall be wholly 

responsible for restoring the lands of the Grantor to its former state upon completion 

of any repairs or maintenance. 

 

The rights, privileges and easements described in Clauses (A), (B), (C), (D), and (E) above are 

referred to herein collectively as the "Easement Rights". 

 

The Easement Rights may be exercised and enjoyed by the Grantee and its officers, agents, 

employees, contractors and subcontractors, on foot and/or with vehicles, supplies, machinery and 

equipment for all purposes, including surveys, necessary, useful or convenient in connection with 

or incidental thereto. 

 

 

2. Temporary Construction Easement.  Grantor further grants and conveys 

to Grantee a temporary construction easement and right-of-way over and across 

Grantor's Property contiguous to the Easement Area, for all purposes set forth in 

paragraph 1 of this Agreement and incidental thereto until such time as the Grantee 

has completed construction of its facilities. At the termination of any temporary 

occupancy hereby authorized, the Grantee will restore, at its own expense, Grantor's 

Property to as good condition as before Grantee's disturbance of the same. Such 

restoration work shall include the removal of any construction debris, along with the 

repair or replacement of any structures, fences, driveways or other improvements on 

Grantor's Property that are removed, damaged or destroyed by Grantee or others 

acting for or on behalf of Grantee. 

 

3. Grantee's Rights.  Grantee shall have the right to remove, cut, trim, and 

keep clear all obstructions, trees, brush, and other objects that may injure, endanger or 

interfere with the construction, operation, maintenance, or removal of the Pipeline. 

Grantee shall retain ownership of and title to the Pipeline notwithstanding that it may 

be annexed or affixed to the freehold and may at any time and from time to time be 

removed in whole or in part. 
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4. Grantor's Rights.  The Grantor shall have the right to use and enjoy the 

Easement Area in any manner so long as such use does not interfere with the Easement 

Rights granted to Grantee hereunder, provided that the Grantor shall not make, 

construct or place, nor permit to be made, constructed or placed, any excavation, 

change of grade (including placement of fill material), water impoundment, tree, fence, 

building or structure or other obstruction on the Easement Area without the prior 

written consent of the Grantee.   

 

5. Indemnification.  Grantee shall indemnify the Grantor from all liabilities, 

damages, and claims arising from the negligence or willful misconduct of the Grantee, 

its officers, agents, employees, contractors, or subcontractors in the construction, 

operation, or maintenance of the Pipeline. 

 

6. Abandonment.   In the event of a permanent abandonment of the Pipeline, 

Grantee may, at its option, either leave the Pipeline in place or remove it in whole or 

in part. After such abandonment, the Grantee may, at its option, or shall, upon request 

of the Grantor, and upon any receipt of any necessary governmental approvals, 

execute and record an instrument releasing and terminating all rights hereunder.  In the 

event of removal, the Grantee shall restore the Easement Area insofar as it is 

practicable so to do. 

 

 

7. As-Built Description.  In the event either the Grantor or the Grantee 

determines that a more accurate description of the Easement Area is necessary or 

desirable upon completion of a survey of the Pipeline as-built, Grantee shall prepare a 

supplemental Grant of Easement or map reflecting such description and record same at 

the Grantee's expense. The Grantor agrees to execute, acknowledge, and deliver such 

supplemental Grant of Easement if necessary to permit same to be recorded.  

 

8. Compliance with Laws.  Grantee shall comply with all applicable laws, 

ordinances, rules and regulations with respect to its use of the Easement Area and shall 

be responsible for any and all costs associated with damage to the Easement Area not 

resulting from the normal use contemplated hereunder caused by Grantee's 

employees, agents, contractors, subcontractors, invitees or licensees or which is a result 

of the negligence of Grantee, its employees, agents, contractors, subcontractors, 

invitees or licensees.  
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9. Run with the Land.  This Easement shall be perpetual in nature, shall in 

all respects run with the land, shall inure to the benefit of the parties hereto, and their 

respective heirs, successors, and assigns. 

 

10. Assignment.  The Easement Rights granted herein may be sold, leased, 

assigned, pledged, or mortgaged in whole or in part by the Grantee. 

 

11. Abutting Lands.  If the Grantor possesses any right or title in the bed of 

any roads abutting the Property, the Grantee's Easement Rights shall extend to the bed 

of such roads as necessary to permit the Grantee to exercise the Easement Rights in 

conjunction with its easement rights on adjoining lands. 

 

12. Warranty.  The Grantor does forever warrant and defend the above-

granted Easement Rights to the Grantee against all claims and demands whatsoever. 

 

13. Miscellaneous.  This Agreement (i) may be executed in any number of 

counterparts, each of which when taken together shall be deemed one in the same 

instrument; (ii) shall be construed and enforced under the laws of the State of New 

York; (iii) may not be modified except by a written instrument executed by the parties 

hereto; (iv) shall be recorded in the office of the St. Lawrence County Clerk; and (v) 

has been duly authorized by each party hereto. 

 

14.  Compensation.  Grantee shall compensate the Grantor for all damages suffered by 

Grantor as a result of the operations of the Grantee or others acting for or on behalf of the 

Grantee, including all damage done to any drainage system, crops, pasture, marketable timber, 

hedges, produce, water wells, artesian springs, livestock, buildings, fences, culverts, bridges, lanes, 

improvements, or equipment of the Grantor on Grantor's Property; 

 

15.  Payment.  Grantee shall pay to the Grantor, at the address shown above, the additional sum 

of NO DOLLARS ($0.00).  

 

 

       Ayes      4                                                            Nays      0 
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Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

following: 

 

Whereas, per Village of Potsdam Law §168-41, Vehicles and Traffic: Parking Permit Fees, 

permit fees must be set by resolution, and 

 

Whereas, moving forward, Parking Permit Fee rates will be required to be reviewed and updated 

yearly by resolution at the Annual Village Board Meeting, 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Village Board hereby sets the parking permit fees for the 

areas outlined in Village of Potsdam Law §168-85, Schedule XXVII, Permit Parking, as follows. 

The following rates will be effective June 18, 2024, for the following time periods, as of the date 

of issuance: 

 

3-month permit: $35 

6-month permit: $60 

12-month permit: $110 

 

All-day permits for the time-limited areas outlined in Village of Potsdam Law §168-76, Schedule 

XVIII and §168-83, Schedule XXV: Daily rate of $25 

 

 

  Ayes      4                      Nays      0 

 

 

Trustee Schulte Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to adjourn the 

regular meeting of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees on June 17, 2024 at  

5:41 pm. 

 

 Ayes     4                 Nays     0  
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Georgine Scott 

Village Clerk 


