A Public Hearing of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees was held on Monday, June 15,
2020 at 4:15 P.M., in the Civic Center Board Room, Park Street, Potsdam, NY.

PRESENT: Mayor Tischler
Trustees Warr, McKenna, Jacobs-Wilke & Lee

ALSO PRESENT: Lori S. Queor, Clerk/Treasurer
Greg Thompson, Administrator

Mayor Tischler opened the hearing at 4:15 p.m. He stated that this public hearing is to receive
public comments on a proposed Local Law to allow chickens in within the Village of Potsdam
limits. He took the roll stating that all members were present except for Trustee Lee who would
be coming (Trustee Lee arrived at 4:24 p.m.).

Village Clerk, Lori Queor, then read the Legal Notice as published.
Public Comments:

Michael Greer of Walnut Street stated that there are probably not more than five people
interested in raising chickens and he is one of them. He stated that Canton allowed chickens nine
or ten years ago and if you drive the side streets of Canton you will see they are not overrun with
chickens. He stated that it is a small topic but it would be nice to be able to do it.

Lou Ann Lange of 54 EIm Street stated that she would like to look at the ordinance. She stated
that she had reservations about allowing chickens and the obvious reasons were the health issues.
She stated that attracting vermin was one concern. She stated the questions she had went beyond
health and have to do with enforcement, even if only five people have them. She stated that her
understanding is that the real enforcement will fall on the neighbors as you would have to get
written permission from them to have the chickens. She stated that if the Village has to enforce
the law it would fall on the Code Enforcement Officer who has lots of other issues to deal with.
She stated that she felt leaving it up to the neighbors would cause hard feelings in the
neighborhood and would introduce something that would be divisive at the neighborhood level.
She also stated that the North Country This Week survey showed 60% said no to chickens, and
34.8% said yes to chickens. She then stated that she thinks this issue needs more time and more
information.

Hearing no further public comments, the Mayor then closed the hearing at 4:24 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori S. Queor
Village Clerk



