A Public Hearing of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees was held on Monday, May 15,
2017 at 6:45 P.M., in the Civic Center Board Room, Park Street, Potsdam, New York.

PRESENT: Mayor Tischler
Trustees Warr, Hopke & Sheehan

ALSO PRESENT: Lori S. Queor, Village Clerk/Treasurer
Greg Thompson, Village Administrator
Fred Hanss, Planning Director

Mayor Tischler opened the hearing at 7:17 P.M. He stated that this public hearing is to receive
public comments on a proposed local law to re-zone properties at 42 and 42 %2 EIm Street from
R-1to I-D. He took the roll stating that all members were present except for Trustee Garner.

Village Clerk, Lori Queor, then read the Legal Notice as published.
The Mayor then asked for public comments.

Fred Hanss, Planning Director explained that the 1% Presbyterian Church was looking to lease a
section of their community center to Trillium Yoga, the church is in an R-1 zone which does not
permit such a use, and that the Planning Board recommended that the zoning be changed from R-
1toI-D.

LouAnn Lange of 54 EIm Street spoke in opposition of the requested zone change. She was
concerned about zoning creep, asked if they would have to pay taxes on the business portion,
asked about signage and questioned where they would park.

Eleanor Rosenthal of 6 Chestnut Street asked how many other churches will now ask to include a
business and be re-zoned.

Norbert Ackerman of 56 EIm Street spoke in opposition of the requested zone change.

Terry De la Vega spoke as a member of the Presbyterian Church and a business partner of
Trillium Yoga. She stated that churches have declining membership and are trying to find ways
to make money so they do not close and leave empty churches and buildings in the community.
She stated that the community center for the church was built in the 70°s and has been used for
Head Start and others have rented space there. Ms. De la Vega stated that they are looking to
renovate the building for the yoga center and that is what triggered the village telling them that
they could not have a yoga business in the community center as it is zoned R-1 thus prompting
the request for the zoning change.

Trustee Hopke stated that she wanted to make it clear that she has not been involved in any of the
discussions on this issue as she is a member of the Presbyterian Church. She then asked if they
had researched the taxability for the use of the space by Trillium Yoga. Ms. De la Vega stated
that they had and it is not an issue. Victor Caamano of 22 Waverly Street and a member of the
church stated that they were informed that the rent was not over a certain amount of the churches
total operating budget so it would not be taxable.



LouAnn Lange asked about signage. Ms. De la Vega stated that they would want a sign but that
it would be a nice sign.

Hearing no further public comments, the Mayor declared the hearing closed at 7:39 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori S. Queor
Village Clerk



