Planning Board
Regular Meeting

07-02-2015

A Regular Meeting of the Village of Potsdam Planning Board was held on
Thursday, July 2, 2015 in the Civic Center, Board Room Park Street, Potsdam, NY.

Called to order at 7:00 PM

Members Present: J. Corbett B. Josephson
H. Atteman T. Prahi
W. Siegfried D. Trithart
Members Absent:

Approval of Minutes: Approval of Minutes from the June 18, 2015 meeting.
Motion made by Will Siegfried and seconded by Jim Corbett. Motion carried.

Communications: St. Lawrence County Planning Board reviews were received for
Application #2015-6-10.1 and Application #2015-6-16.1. Suggestions were read by
Greg Thompson.

Public Comment: NONE

Old Business: NONE

New Business:

1) Sign Permit Application 2015-6-10.1 submitted by the Potsdam Volunteer
Rescue Squad for 29 Elm Street.

No one from the Rescue Squad was present.



Greg Thompson explained the concept behind the proposed signage. The
squad is requesting a “Star of Life” as well as letters indicating the name of
the organization per the attached submittal.

Jim Corbett made a motion for the approval of Sign Permit Application
#2015-6-10.1 as submitted. Hugo Atteman seconded the motion. Motion
Carried

2) Sign Permit Application #2015-6-16.1 submitted by Tiffany Damon for 16
Market Street.

Ms. Damon informed the Board that she would be assuming ownership of
the former Dress Code Clothing Store on Market Street,

Hugo Atteman inquired as to the size of the sign and whether Ms. Damon
would be using the pre-existing sign.

Ms. Damon informed the Board that she would not be changing the size of
the sign, and in fact would be merely changing the lettering on the existing
sign board.

Will Siegfried made a motion to approve Sign Permit Application #2015-6-
16.1 as submitted. David Trithart seconded the motion. Motion Carried,

3) Site Plan Application #2015-6-23.1 submitted by CPH for 19 Cottage Street.
Present on behalf of CPH was Brooks Washburn.

Mr. Washburn informed the Board that this was the same plan submitted at
the prior meeting as an informal review. He further explained that parking
pressure generated by the hospital remains high and that this is the most
effective use of this property at this time. Mr. Washburn also mentioned that
the hospital would be implementing the Villages zoning setbacks because the
adjacent property had not as of yet been officially acquired by the hospital.



Bob Josephson again inquired as to the plans being the same as that submitted
at the last meeting.

Mr. Washburn assured us that no changes had been made and that this was
indeed the best use of this property. Mir. Washburn alsc mentioned that all
storm water will be taken care of onsite per local zoning requirements.

Greg Thompson added that this project should further assist with a current
issue involving runoff destroying vegetation at a Garden Street location.

Hugo Atteman made a motion for a Negative Declaration under SEQRA. Will
Siegfried seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Hugo Atteman made a motion to accept Site Plan Application #2015-6-23.1 as
submitted. Will Siegfried seconded the motion. Motion carried.

OTHER:

Jim Corbett inquired as to why there was a proposal to change the
currently owned BLI-2 property, owned by Chazen, to an R-1. He would like
explanation as to why we would not just leave it as it is. Further, he
mentioned that if we rezone this location to R-1 then no solar development
can take place.

Ted Prahl replied that he believed there was no malice in this move. There
is already too many vacancies among the properties within the R-3 zone
and that in changing this location to R-3 we would only increase an already
obvious problem.

Hugo Atteman reminded everyone of the upcoming moratorium vote. He
felt that perhaps we should delay any zoning changes until such time as the
moratorium has expired.



Ted Prahl replied that there will be more discussion of this topic at the next
meeting. This proposal was just an initial request of the Board to look at the
possibility of the proposed changes.

Bob Josephson added that the Board should look at all proposed changes
individually.

No Further Discussion

Hugo Atteman moved to adjourn. Jim Corbett seconded the motion.
Motion Carried.

Adjourned: 7:18

Adjourned: 7:48 PM



