Planning Board
Regular Meeting

06-18-2015

A Regular Meeting of the Village of Potsdam Planning Board was held on
Thursday, June 18, 2015 in the Civic Center, Board Room Park Street, Potsdam,
NY.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

Members Present: H. Atteman B. Josephson
D. Trithart T. Prahl
W, Sigfried

Members Absent: J. Corbett

Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Will Siegfried to approve the minutes of
June 4, 2015, Motion seconded by Bob losephson. CARRIED

Communications: St. Lawrence County Planning Board has responded to both
applications being reviewed tonight. Both applications were returned for local
action.

Public Comment: NONE
Old Business: NONE

New Business:

1) Site Plan Application #2015-6-3.2 / Sign Permit Application #2015-6-3.1
submitted by Trillium Yoga Cetner for 25 Market Street




Clarification of the intended use of the property was requested by Ted
Prahl. Greg Thompson responded that the project was entirely within code,
including the signage.

Ted Prahl stated that he had no concerns and asked the rest of the Board if
anyone had any questions. There was no reply.

Will Siegfried made a motion for a Type 2 Action — SEQRA. Motion was
seconded by Bob Josephson. No discussion — CARRIED

Motion was made by Hugo Atteman for approval of Site Plan Application
#2015-6-3.2 as presented. The motion was seconded by Will Siegfried. No
discussion — CARRIED

Motion was made by Hugo Atteman for approval of Sign Permit Application
#2015-6-3.1 as presented. The motion was seconded by Bob Josephson. No
discussion - CARRIED

No Further Discussion

2) Sign Permit Application #2015-6-2.1 submitted by Tim Gardner owner
of Jernabi Coffeehouse for 9-11 Maple Street.

Greg Thompson stated that all aspects of the sign proposal were within
State and Local Code as presented.

Motion was made by Will Siegfried to approve Sign Permit Application
#2015-6-2.1 as presented. The motion was seconded by David Trithart. No
discussion — CARRIED

No Further Discussion



Other Buisness:

1) CPH

Jon Huckle and Brooks Washburn were present for preliminary discussion

of a proposed parking ot at 19 Cottage Street.

- The concept is to demolish the structure at 19 Cottage and create an
extension of the existing parking lot.

Brooks Washburn explained that this is land owned by the hospital and is
currently zoned H-1. Greg Thompson further explained that onsite parking
is a standard use in the H-1 zone.

Brooks Washburn explained that at this time CPH feels this is the best use
for the property, given the pre-existing parking problems which exist. Fred
Hanss gave a brief background in regards to the parking issue currently
being faced on Waverly Street.

David Trithart inquired as to whether or not the Village has taken any
official action on the parking issue. Fred Hanss explained that a draft local
law has been created, however it has not had action taken on it.

Hugo Atteman asked whether a second curb cut would be needed or if the
hospital would use the pre-existing curb cut. Brooks explained that the
hospital has at this time proposed using the just the pre-existing curb cut.
He further explained that all storm water would be handled on site per
requirements.

Will Siegfried asked about buffering between the parking area and the
parcel which adjoins 19 Cottage. Mr. Washburn confirmed that there would
be vegetative buffering put in place and local set backs will be followed as
well.

Fred Hanss explained the intended purpose of the H-1 zone.



2} Moratorium

Fred Hanss brought it to the Boards attention that a Public Hearing has
been planned to discuss the proposed moratorium on photovoltaic
development within the Village. A 239-M review, as well as a SEQRA, have
been completed on the moratorium as well. Mr, Hanss further went on to
explain that the County Planning Board also suggested that we should
include 2 family homes within our allowances of PV.

Hugo Atteman inquired as to how other local municipalities dealing with PV
development. It was explained by Fred Hanss that because the concept is
so new that there really is not a lot of information to use.

David Trithart questioned the existence of any tax implications. Mr. Hanss
sourced Peggy Russo’s article and county Real Property information which
states that you can get 15 years of tax exemption as long as the projected
has NYSERDA assistance. This is an opt out program, which further means
that everyone is included in the program, unless you specifically opt to not
take part. Mr. Trithart asked if the entire property would at that time be
removed from the tax roles. Mr. Hanss answered that it would.

Bob Josephson posed the question that as good as solar energy seems to
be, could there be hidden concerns or hazards, Fred Hanss replied that the
County Planning Board has already suggested that any contract put in place
with PV Developers should include a “no walk away” clause. This would
prevent anyone from walking away from the structures should they stop
producing power.,

No Further Discussion

3) Historic Preservation

Fred Hanss explained that the models used to rewrite our local zoning to
include historic preservation were pre-existing standards/suggestions from
throughout NY.



Bob Josephson stated that he does not understand the definition for the
word “scale” as used in the models. Couriney Doyle explained some further
information regarding the word scale taken from the Thousand Island’s
definition. David Trithart that perhaps we should adopt the Thousand
Island’s definition,

Fred Hanss explained the differences between the terms guidelines and
standards as used in our new zoning code.

No Further Discussion
4) Zoning Revisions

Fred Hanss brought to the Boards attention changes to the existing Zoning
Map which he felt would assist with future Village development.

- CPH owned B-2 & R-2 would change to H-1 or H-2.

- BLI-2 (Commerce Park) would change to BLI

- BLl owned by Chazen would change to R-1
Ted Prahl questioned why we would not change the BL! into and R-3.
Mr. Hanss explained that both he and Mr. Thompson felt that there was
already enough R-3 areas lending themselves to many vacancies within
the Village. Bob Josephson questions whether or not this would create a
land locked R-1 zone. Mr. Hanss assured him that this parcel is not
landlocked.

- PUD would change to SCH, as it is already owned by SUNY.

- Leiman Park which is currently R-1 would change to SCH, again because
it is owned by SUNY,

- Downtown BLl would change to Innovation District

- R-2 owned by Clarkson would change to SCH

- Trinity Church would change to CBD. Greg Thompson explained that this
move would allow us to further protect the historic nature of the
structure.

Fred Hanss told the Board that a decision did not have to be made
immediately. They should think about the changes and we would further



discuss them at the next meeting. Fred also informed the Board that there
was still Downtown Revitalization Funding available, however, the time
remaining was fading away quickly.

No Further Discussion

July 2™ will be the next meeting.
Hugo Atteman made a motion to adjourn.
Seconded by Will Siegfried

Adjourned at 7:58 PM



