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PLANNING BOARD 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

May 15, 2014 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Village of Potsdam Planning Board was held on Thursday, May 15, 

2014 in the Civic Center, Board Room, Park Street, Potsdam, New York. 

 

Called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ted Prahl 

    James Corbett 

    David Trithart 

    Bob Josephson 

    Hugo Attemann (arrived after approval of 4/17/14 min.) 

         

MEMBERS ABSENT: Will Siegfried 

     

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the April 17, 2014 Regular Meeting. 

 

MOTION MADE by Jim Corbett to approve minutes as written. 

 

MOTION SECONDED by David Trithart. 

 

ALL IN FAVOR – NONE OPPOSED – MOTION CARRIED 

 

Minutes of the May 1, 2014 Regular Meeting. 

 

MOTION MADE by Hugo Attemann to approve minutes as written. 

 

MOTION SECONDED by Jim Corbett. 

 

ALL IN FAVOR – JOSEPHSON AND TRITHART ABSTAINED – MOTION CARRIED 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Site Plan Application #2014-5-5.1 submitted by Farm Credit East ACA for 1 

Pioneer Drive. 

 

Mike Haycook from Farm Credit and Brooks Washburn, architect, were present to discuss the 

application. 

 

Brooks started by saying the addition was modest; not an office where there is customer traffic 

but need more office staff and space. The proposed plan does not add any additional parking as 

there is plenty existing for the needs of the office. Brooks stated the addition is being added to 
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the west that will create office space, storage, and bathroom facility; the exterior design will 

match exactly what is existing that will show it was part of the original building. Washburn 

stated the addition will be constructed on a slab on grade, no site work because they will be 

tapping into existing facilities, and there will be no change in traffic flow. Haycook added that 

the traffic flow will not change because the majority of the customers are done on site at their 

properties; it is only on rare occasions that customers of the company come into the office. 

Haycook stated there are currently 13 permanent staff with five staff floating between Potsdam 

and Watertown. At present they will be adding only one staff person. Regarding parking 

Haycook stated they currently have 30 spaces which is plenty for current and future employees. 

Josephson stated even if they needed more parking they have the room to add more parking in 

the future. 

 

Fred Hanss stated the St. Lawrence County Planning Office stated in their 239-m review that 

there is a federal wetland close by. It was the consensus of those present that this project will not 

have any impact on the wetland but did note that future development may encroach upon and the 

wetland. 

 

MOTION MADE by Jim Corbett to classify Site Plan Application #2014-5-5.1 as a negative 

declaration under SEQRA. 

 

MOTION SECONDED by David Trithart. 

 

ALL IN FAVOR – NONE OPPOSED – MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION MADE by James Corbett to approve Site Plan Application #2014-5-5.1 as submitted. 

 

MOTION SECONDED by Bob Josephson. 

 

ALL IN FAVOR – NONE OPPOSED – MOTION CARRIED 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Fred Hanss discussed the request from the Village Board for the Planning 

Board’s review and recommendation of the rezoning request by Ron Page for property on outer 

Elm Street; specifically tax map parcel #65.053-1-6.111 and parcel #64.060-3-7.1. The owner is 

requesting re-zoning the portion of #65.053-1-6.111 that is presently zoned BLI-2 to R-3, and the 

portion of that parcel and parcel #64.060-3-7.1 from R-1 to R-3. 

 

Jim Corbett stated he considered the request as it was briefly mentioned at the last meeting, and 

would rather see the zoning description for BLI-2 to include a special use described as “Uses 

determined by the Planning Board to be compatible with existing uses in the zone.” 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding the abutting property on Outer Main owned by Affinity 

that their property is zoned R-4 and includes the same type of dwellings. Although, it was noted 

that the units that are proposed will be one and two-family dwellings and will be built with 

professional residents in mind; not student housing although, by law, students cannot be 

prohibited.  

 

The majority of the Board members felt the request is valid and would not be a large change for 

what it there and for what surrounds those parcels. The Board member also felt that the current 

Potsdam Commerce Park, across the road from the proposed, should have the definition of what 

Corbett suggested earlier since development in the Commerce Park is nearly non-existent. 
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Perhaps allowing uses that the Planning Board found compatible in that zone, in that area, will 

help the commerce attract development.  

 

MOTION MADE by Hugo Attemann to recommend to the Village Board to approve the 

rezoning request made by Ron Page as described in the letter from Brooks Washburn dated May 

12, 2014 and submitted to the Village Board. (The letter has attached a description of the parcels 

to be rezoned. A copy of the letter and attachment are made part of these minutes.)  

 

MOTION SECONDED by David Trithart. 

 

ATTEMANN, CORBETT, TRITHART, JOSEPHSON IN FAVOR – PRAHL OPPOSED – 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION MADE by James Corbett to adjourn. 

 

MOTION SECONDED by Hugo Attemann. 

 

ALL IN FAVOR – NONE OPPOSED – MOTION CARRIED 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  


